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Dr. Michael J. Dunsmore graduated from Mansfield State College in Mansfield, Pennsylvania, in 1983 with a 
bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice. He was a 3-year varsity wrestler and competed at the National 
Tournament two years. After graduation he served as an Intensive Juvenile Probation Officer for seven years, 
until he transitioned from the justice system to counseling and education. In 1997, Dr. Dunsmore earned a 
master’s degree in Counseling from Shippensburg University in Shippensburg, Pennsylvania. The following 
year he became an Emotional Support/Life Skills Teacher at an intermediate school in Summerdale, 
Pennsylvania. In 2003, Dr. Dunsmore earned a master’s degree in Special Education from Shippensburg 
University. He served two years as Director of Special Education at Mount Union Area School District. In 2006, 
he became the Supervisor of Special Education at Palmrya Area School District. In 2008, Dr. Dunsmore earned 
a doctorate degree in Educational Leadership from Duquesne University in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The 
following year, he left Pennsylvania and moved to North Carolina to become the Superintendent of Tyrrell 
County Schools. After serving six years in this position, on July 1, 2015, Dr. Dunsmore became the 
Superintendent of Wayne County Public Schools. 
 
Since taking the helm, Dr. Dunsmore has actively worked to develop a five year Strategic Plan for the district 
with a focus on technology, facilities and instructional reform. With approximately 19,000 students, 1,600 of 
which are military connected, Dr. Dunsmore has successfully forged partnerships with Seymour Johnson Air 
Force Base leadership, the Wayne County Manager, the City of Goldsboro Mayor, elected officials, business 
leaders, and other key stakeholders. Under his forward-thinking vision, he is garnering the necessary support 
to drive change in how education is delivered across the entire district.   
 
It is worth noting that in addition to his education and administration experience, Dr. Dunsmore served as the 
Head Wrestling Coach at his high school alma mater for seven years before becoming the head wrestling 
coach at Shippensburg University from 1993-2001. Dunsmore has been a certified scuba diver for over thirty 
years and has served as a volunteer diver/educator at the North Carolina Aquarium since 2009. In addition to 
having served on various community and professional boards, Dr. Dunsmore is a member of the following 
organizations: Council for Exceptional Students, National School Superintendents Association, Association for 
Supervision and Curriculum Development, National Center for Educational Research and Technology, North 
Carolina Superintendents Association and North East Superintendents Association. In 2013, 
Dr. Dunsmore was named the North Carolina Northeast Region Superintendent of the Year.    
 
Dr. Dunsmore and his wife Diane met in high school and have been married 35 years. They have three grown 
sons. Matthew, age 33 is in the marine science field on the Outer Banks of North Carolina. Timothy, age 30 is a 
Certified Pastry Chef and was a Skills USA National Runner Up in Baking and Pastry his senior year in High 
School, and, Tyler, age 27 is a Park Ranger and youth spring board diving coach in Denver Colorado. Dr. 
Dunsmore’s father and Diane’s father are both retired teachers from the school where they and all three of 
there sons graduated. Dr. Dunmore’s mother is also a retired career educator. His parents and mother in law 
still reside in Pennsylvania.  
 


